Influence of the weather.
not why a motto, the usual trapping of periodical papers, is prefixed to very few of the Idlers, as I have heard Johnson commend the custom: and he never could be at a loss for one, his memory being stored with innumerable passages of the classicks1. In this series of essays he exhibits admirable instances of grave humour, of which he had an uncommon share. Nor on some occasions has he repressed that power of sophistry which he possessed in so eminent a degree. In No. n, he treats with the utmost contempt the opinion that our mental faculties depend, in some degree, upon the weather; an opinion, which they who have never experienced its truth are not to be envied, and of which he himself could not but be sensible, as the effects of weather upon him were very visible. Yet thus he declaims :—
' Surely, nothing is more reproachful to a being endowed with reason, than to resign its powers to the influence of the air, and live in dependence on the weather and the wind for the only blessings which nature has put into our power, tranquillity and benevolence. This distinction of seasons is produced only by imagination operating on luxury. To temperance, every day is bright; and every hour is propitious to diligence. He that shall resolutely excite his faculties, or exert his virtues, will soon make himself superiour to the seasons ; and may set at defiance the morning mist and the evening damp, the blasts of the east, and the clouds of the south2.'
' 'I asked him one day, why the     writes :—'This dependence of the Idlers were published without mot-     soul upon the seasons, those tern-toes. He replied, that it was for-     porary and periodical ebbs and flows borne the better to conceal himself,     of intellect, may, I suppose, justly be and escape discovery. " But let us     derided as the fumes of vain imagin-think of some now," said he, "for the     ation. Sapiens dominabitur astris. next edition. We can fit the two     The author that thinks himself volumes in two hours, can't we?"     weather-bound will find, with a little Accordingly he recollected, and I     help from hellebore, that he is only wrote down these following [nine     idle or exhausted. But while this mottoes], till some friend coming in,     notion has possession of the head, it in about five minutes, put an end to     produces the inability which it sup-our further progress on the subject.'     poses. Our powers owe much of Piozsi Letters, ii. 388.                            their energy to our hopes ; possunt
' Sec post, July 14 and 26, 1763,     guia posse -videntlir? Bos well re-April 14, 1775, and Aug. 2, 1784,     cords, in his Hebrides (Aug. 16,1773), note, for instances in which Johnson     that when 'somebody talked of ridicules the notion that weather and     happy moments for composition,' seasons have any necessary effect on     Johnson said:—'Nay, a man may man; also April 17, 1778. In the     write at any time, if he will set him-Life of Milton (Works, vii. 102), he     self doggedly to it.' Reynolds, who
:":                                                                              Alas!amphlet called The Patriot King, Boling-Mr. Burneypor-
